
Timeframe Big Ideas Essential QuestionsConcepts Competencies Vocabulary Standards Eligible ContentAssessments Educational Resources

Basics of Government

        3 weeks Political and 

economic ideas 

motivate societies 

to new behaviors. 

What is power? 

What forms does it 

take? 

Society can only exist and 

thrive if there is 

confidence in the rule of 

law and its authority. 

Failure to meet the 

obligations of the rule of 

law must entail 

appropriate 

consequences.

Exhibit civil discourse 

through: the 

observance of the rules 

of debate, Recognition 

of the rights of others 

to advocate for 

opinions that differ 

from one’s own as 

measured by peer and 

adult interactions

Evolution Theory, 

Force Theory, Divine 

Right Theory, Social 

Contract Theory, 

Elites, Marxist Theory, 

The Power Elite, The 

Bureaucrats, The 

PluralistsUnitary 

systems, Federal 

systems, 

Confederations, 

Legislative & 

Executive, 

Parliamentary, 

Presidential 

Participation, Rule by 

One, Monarchy, 

Dictatorship, Rule by a 

Few, Aristocracy, 

Theocracy, Political 

Party, Rule by Many, 

Direct Democracy, 

Democratic – 

Centralism, 

Representative,  

Democracy

5.3.C.G, 

5.1.12.A, 

5.1.12.B, 

5.1.12.C, 

5.2.12.A, 

5.2.12.D, 

5.3.12.C, 

5.3.12.J, 

5.3.12.B, 

5.4.12.A, 

5.4.12.B, 

5.4.12.C

tests, quizzes, 

student 

reflections, 

research 

projects, exit 

slips

American Government 

Textbook, USA Patriot Act

How is power 

gained, used, and 

justified? 

Attend school, comply 

with school rules and 

consequences

What is the 

balance between 

rights and 

What are the roles 

of the citizen in 

American 



What goods and 

services should 

government 

provide? Who 

should pay for 

them? Who should 
How are 

governments 

created, structured, 

Beginnings of American Government

        2 weeks Adherence to the 

rule of law 

validates an 

individual’s 

responsibility to 

society. 

How have the 

concepts of 

equality and liberty 

evolved in 

American history? 

Conflict is a natural 

outgrowth of any society. 

Civil discourse and the 

deliberative process are 

effective means of 

dealing with conflict and 

compromise

Exhibit civil discourse 

through: the 

observance of the rules 

of debate, Recognition 

of the rights of others 

to advocate for 

opinions that differ 

from one’s own as 

measured by peer and 

adult interactions

Limited Government, 

Representative 

Government, Magna 

Carta, Petition of 

Rights, English Bill of 

Rights, Colonies, 

Salutary neglect, 

French and Indian War, 

Proclamation of 1763, 

Boston Massacre, 

Boycott, Boston Tea 

Party, Intolerable Acts, 

Declaration of 

Independence Articles 

of Confederation, 

Republic, tariff, Treaty 

of Paris, Northwest 

Ordinance, 

Constitution, Virginia 

Plan, New Jersey Plan, 

3/5 Compromise, Great 

Compromise  

Ratification, Federalist, 

Anti-federalist

5.3.C.G, 

5.1.12.D, 

5.1.12.F, 

5.2.12.B, 

5.2.12.D, 

5.3.12.A

tests, quizzes, 

student 

reflections, 

research 

projects, exit 

slips

American Government 

Textbook, Declaration of 

Independence, US 

Constitution, Constitution 

USA  video, assorted 

Political YOUTUBE videos 



What are the 

consequences to a 

society of 

unresolved 

conflict? 

In a democratic society, 

the rule of law establishes 

the foundation for 

fairness and cooperation.

Attend school, comply 

with school rules and 

consequences

Under what 

circumstances is it 

appropriate to 

How are 

governments 

created, structured, 

The Constitution and Federalism

        4 weeks Engaged citizens 

understand the 

workings of 

government and 

use historic 

precedents in 

shaping thought 

and action. 

What are the 

precepts for the 

laws that are the 

foundation of our 

legal system? 

Documents and principles 

define the procedures, 

operations and rules for 

the functioning of 

government and society.

Analyze changes in 

how rights and 

responsibilities are 

interpreted

Popular sovereignty, 

separation of powers, 

checks and balances, 

limited government, 

Federalism, Preamble, 

articles, Bill of Rights, 

formal amendment 

process, informal 

amendment process, 

delegated powers, 

implied powers, elastic 

clause, inherent 

powers, reserved 

powers, concurrent 

powers, prohibited 

powers

5.2.9.B, 

5.2.12.A, 

5.2.C.A, 

5.2.U.A, 

5.2.W.A, 

5.1.12.D, 

5.1.12.E, 

5.1.12.F, 

5.2.12.A, 

5.3.12.C

tests, quizzes, 

student 

reflections, 

research 

projects, exit 

slips

American Government 

Textbook, US Constitution, 

Constitution USA video, 

assorted Political 

YOUTUBE videos

What are the 

advantages and 

disadvantages of a 

federal system? 

Community and 

individual rights are 

established in 

constitutions 

(Pennsylvania and United 

States), laws and 

regulations



How can abuse of 

power be avoided? 

In a democratic society, 

the rule of law establishes 

the foundation for 

fairness and cooperation.

How are 

governments 

created, structured, 

Political Behavior

        2 weeks How do citizens 

effectively 

communicate with 

legislators, 

officers, and the 

legal system? 

How can we come 

to new perceptions 

concerning an 

issue upon which 

we already hold 

strong opinions? 

Careful evaluation of 

information sources is a 

hallmark of engaged 

citizenship. The Digital 

Revolution has set the 

stage for a dizzying 

number of information 

sources that test skills in 

evaluation and 

establishing credibility.

Evaluate information 

and sources.

one party system, two 

party system, multi-

party systems, 

proportional 

representation, 

coalitions, 

Republicans, 

Democrats, winner-

take-all, consensus, 

liberal, conservative, 

moderate, radical, 

reactionary, political 

spectrum, straw poll, 

sample, mass media, 

equal time doctrine, 

public agenda, 

campaign finance 

reform soft money 

Citizens United v. 

Federal Election 

Commission

dark horse candidate

platform

keynote address

incumbent

coattail effect

5.3.C.G, 

5.1.12.F, 

5.2.12.A, 

5.2.12.B, 

5.2.12.D, 

5.3.12.D, 

5.3.12.G, 

5.3.12.H,

tests, quizzes, 

student 

reflections, 

research 

projects, exit 

slips

American Government 

Textbook



What is truth in the 

media? What 

sources of 

information can we 

Every citizen possesses 

means to influence 

government

Attend school, comply 

with school rules and 

consequences

Elections and Voting

3 Weeks A thoughtful 

citizen evaluates 

the accuracy of 

communications 

and analyzes media 

sources attempting 

to influence the 

public agenda. 

How do 

individuals and 

interest groups 

help government to 

shape policy? 

Every citizen possesses 

means to influence 

government

Select a candidate 

running for election at 

the local, state, or 

national level and 

defend the decision to 

support that candidate

precincts

Australian ballot

nomination

direct primaries

general election 

cross-over vote

open primary

blanket primary

runoff primary

caucus interest group, 

economic interest 

groups, social action 

and equality groups, 

public-interest groups 

campaigns, political 

action committees

5.3.12.D, 

5.3.C.D, 

5.3.U.D, 

5.2.12.A, 

5.2.12.D, 

5.3.12.D, 

5.3.12.G, 

5.4.12.E, 

5.4.12.D

tests, quizzes, 

student 

reflections, 

research 

projects, exit 

slips

American Government 

Textbook, Voter 

Registration resources, 

Assorted Websites and 

YOUTUBE videos

An engaged citizen 

is a life-long 

learner continuing 

to benefit from 

internal maturity 

Why should a 

student or any 

citizen for that 

matter, care about 

the problems of 

Register to vote and 

cast a vote.

5.3.12.C, 

5.3.C.C

Are citizens 

responsible for the 

success or failure 

Congress and the Legislative Branch



        3 weeks Engaged citizens 

understand the 

workings of 

government and 

use historic 

precedents in 

shaping thought 

and action. 

What is the process 

in using the 

governmental 

system to effect 

needed change? 

Each level of government 

has specific operations 

and duties

Attend school, comply 

with school rules and 

consequences

Great Compromise, 

bicameral, House of 

Representatives, 

Senate, apportionment, 

reapportionment, 17th 

Amendment, implied 

powers, nonlegislative 

powers, impeachment, 

Speaker of the House, 

floor leader, majority 

leader, minority leader, 

whip, president pro 

tempore, standing 

committee, select 

committee, joint 

committee, conference 

committee, caucuses, 

support agencies, 

concurrent resolution, 

joint resolution, 

markup, discharge 

petition, quorum, 

committee of the 

whole, germane, 

filibuster, cloture, 

riders, Christmas tree 

bill, conference 

committee, gridlock, 

veto, pocket veto, pork 

barrel, earmarks, 

logrolling, seniority 

system, incumbents, 

5.1.12.D, 

5.2.12.C, 

5.3.12.A, 

5.3.12.C

tests, quizzes, 

student 

reflections, 

research 

projects, exit 

slips

American Government 

Textbook, US Constitution, 

Constitution USA video, 

assorted Political 

YOUTUBE videos

The Presidency and the Federal Bureaucracy



        4 weeks Engaged citizens 

understand the 

workings of 

government and 

use historic 

precedents in 

shaping thought 

and action. 

Each level of government 

has specific operations 

and duties

Attend school, comply 

with school rules and 

consequences

electoral college, 

elector, electoral vote, 

12th Amendment, 

presidential succession, 

cabinet, administration, 

25th Amendment, 

Commander-in-Chief, 

Chief Legislator, Head 

of State, Chief 

Executive, War Powers 

Act, executive 

agreements, executive 

orders, reprieves, 

pardons, amnesty, 

executive privilege, 

impoundment, 

bipartisan, 

bureaucracy, public 

policy, Executive 

Office of the President, 

National Security 

Council, Office of 

Management and 

Budget, National 

Economic Council, 

federal budget, fiscal 

year

5.1.12.D, 

5.2.12.C, 

5.3.12.A, 

5.3.12.E

tests, quizzes, 

student 

reflections, 

research 

projects, exit 

slips

American Government 

Textbook, US Constitution, 

Assorted websites

The Courts and the Judicial Branch



        3 weeks Engaged citizens 

understand the 

workings of 

government and 

use historic 

precedents in 

shaping thought 

and action. 

Should a society 

have the capability 

and authority to 

control 

individuals? 

Each level of government 

has specific operations 

and duties

Attend school, comply 

with school rules and 

consequences

civil law, criminal law, 

burden of proof, 

Article III, jurisdiction, 

exclusive jurisdiction, 

concurrent jurisdiction, 

original jurisdiction, 

appellate jurisdiction, 

dual sovereignty, 

judicial review, strict 

constructionist, loose 

constructionist,  

constitutional law, writ 

of mandamus, grand 

jury, petit jury, 

constitutional courts, 

legislative courts, 

district attorney, 

federal magistrate, 

senate confirmation, 

gridlock, writ of 

certiorari, majority 

opinion, dissenting 

opinion, concurring 

opinion, stare decisis, 

precedent, judicial 

activism, judicial 

restraint

5.1.12.D, 

5.3.12.A, 

5.3.12.C, 

5.3.12.F

tests, quizzes, 

student 

reflections, 

research 

projects, exit 

slips

American Government 

Textbook, US Constitution, 

CSPAN "The Supreme 

Court: Home To America's 

Highest Court," Supreme 

Court Case Studies

1st Amendment Freedoms



        3 weeks Can government 

enforce morality 

on its citizens in a 

free democratic 

society? 

The rights and civil 

liberties granted by the 

Constitutions of the 

United States and the 

Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania are to be 

safeguarded by both 

governments and citizens

Attend school, comply 

with school rules and 

consequences

Incorporation, civil 

liberties, civil rights, 

Tinker v. Des Moines, 

establishment clause, 

Engel v. Vitale, free 

exercise clause, Texas 

v. Johnson, flag 

desecration, symbolic 

speech, free exercise 

clause, Morse v. 

Frederick, sedition, 

slander, treason, clear 

and present danger, 

libel, gag rule, 

obscenity, time, place 

and manner, fighting 

words, Social Media, 

sexting, shield laws, 

National Socialist Party 

v. Skokie 

5.1.12.D, 

5.2.12.A, 

5.3.12.C, 

5.3.12.F

tests, quizzes, 

student 

reflections, 

research 

projects, exit 

slips

American Government 

Textbook, US Constitution, 

Bill of Rights, Constitution 

USA video

Why is the 

American flag such 

a powerful symbol 

of patriotism and 

of protest? 

Each level of government 

has a specific process for 

addressing the basic 

needs of people in a 

society

What is the proper 

course of action 

when individual 

rights and liberties 

conflict with the 

The Rights of Due Process



        3 weeks Citizens 

understand their 

rights and practice 

their 

responsibilities in a 

vibrant society. 

Should a society 

have the capability 

and authority to 

control 

individuals? 

The rights and civil 

liberties granted by the 

Constitutions of the 

United States and the 

Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania are to be 

safeguarded by both 

governments and citizens

Attend school, comply 

with school rules and 

consequences

due process, procedural 

due process, 

substantive due 

process, 5th 

Amendment, 14th 

Amendment, 

citizenship, 

naturalization, aliens, 

resident aliens, non-

resident aliens, illegal 

aliens, refugees, writ of 

habeas corpus, ex post 

facto laws, bill of 

attainder, search and 

seizure, search warrant, 

probable cause, 

exclusionary rule, New 

Jersey v. T.L.O., 

indictment, double 

jeopardy, Miranda 

Rights, eminent 

domain, 

5.1.12.D, 

5.1.12.A, 

5.2.12.A, 

5.2.12.B, 

5.3.12.C, 

5.3.12.F

tests, quizzes, 

student 

reflections, 

research 

projects, exit 

slips

American Government 

Textbook, US Constitution, 

Bill of Rights, Constitution 

USA video, assorted 

YOUTUBE resources, 

Supreme Court Case studies

Each level of government 

has a specific process for 

addressing the basic 

needs of people in a 

society

In a democratic society, 

the rule of law establishes 

the foundation for 

fairness and cooperation.

Civil Rights



        3 weeks Citizens 

understand their 

rights and practice 

their 

responsibilities in a 

vibrant society. 

Why must the 

rights of the 

minority be 

respected within 

the rule of the 

majority? 

Conflict is a natural 

outgrowth of any society. 

Civil discourse and the 

deliberative process are 

effective means of 

dealing with conflict and 

compromise

Attend school, comply 

with school rules and 

consequences

Discrimination, civil 

rights movement,  

segregation, 13th 

Amendment, 14th 

Amendment, 15th 

Amendment, Jim Crow 

Laws, de jure 

segregation, de facto 

segregation, Plessy v. 

Ferguson, separate-but-

equal, Brown v. Board 

of Education, Rosa 

Parks, Bus boycott, 

Martin Luther King, 

Jr., Civil Rights Act of 

1964,  Voting Rights 

Act, bilingual 

education, Japanese 

Internment, Native 

Americans, 

sovereignty, 

reservations, suffrage, 

Seneca Falls 

Convention, 19th 

amendment, feminist, 

The Feminine 

Mystique, Title IX, 

Equal Rights 

Amendment, 

Comparable Worth, 

AARP, Rehabilitation 

Act of 1973, Education 

5.3.C.G, 

5.1.12.D, 

5.1.12.A, 

5.1.12.C, 

5.2.12.B, 

5.3.12.F

tests, quizzes, 

student 

reflections, 

research 

projects, exit 

slips

American Government 

Textbook, Bill of Rights, 

Supreme Court Case studies, 

Assorted YouTube videos



Is it possible for 

different religious, 

ethnic, cultural and 

racial groups to 

coexist peacefully 

in a democratic 

society? 

The rights and civil 

liberties granted by the 

Constitutions of the 

United States and the 

Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania are to be 

safeguarded by both 

governments and citizens

Is immigration an 

overall positive or 

overall negative 

policy for the 

United States? 

Each level of government 

has a specific process for 

addressing the basic 

needs of people in a 

society

State and Local Governments

3 weeks Engaged citizens 

understand the 

workings of 

government and 

use historic 

precedents in 

shaping thought 

and action. 

What are the 

advantages and 

disadvantages of a 

federal system? 

Each level of government 

has a specific process for 

addressing the basic 

needs of people in a 

society

Attend school, comply 

with school rules and 

consequences

General assembly, 

reserved powers, state 

constitutions, branches 

of government, 

municipality, boroughs, 

townships, property 

taxes, voter 

registration, county 

government

5.1.12.D, 

5.3.12.D, 

5.3.12.I

tests, quizzes, 

student 

reflections, 

research 

projects, exit 

slips

American Government 

Textbook, 

Each level of government 

has specific operations 

and duties


